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The first Service of Wild Worship Omaha held at Standing Bear Lake is in the books, and it was a
howling success. Pun intended. It was colder than we would have wanted, but that didn’t keep this
pack of wonderful humans from experiencing the beauty of an emerging spring from beneath new
fallen snow. The Wild Worship facilitators got there early to make sure the spot was not too mushy
from the freak blizzard the day before and were quickly cut by the cold wind, so they decided to
pivot to a warmer more easily accessible spot near the playground. Nearly 20 people braved the
cold and wind to gather in community, sing, pray, wander, and do a little howling to embrace the
Wild in each of us and we can’t wait to do it again. Hopefully in warmer weather, but this is
Nebraska during climate change, so warmer could mean a heat index over 100 and that is also less
than ideal. We will take what we are given with Wild abandon, embrace each day as a gift, and
thank God for the rising sun each morning. 

Cass Opal opened the service with a short welcome and explanation of the book, Church of the Wild
by Victoria Loorz, before leading into a shared call to worship with Rev. Juniper Meadows by giving
gratitude to the directions around us, above us, below us, and within us. We opened to the Mystery
of Life, the Creator, the Source of All That Is, that is between and within all things. Rev. Juniper
Meadows from 2nd Unitarian had her guitar handy and blessed us with the chance to sing Holy
Now by Peter Mayer together before we read The Peace of the Wild Things by Wendell Berry. Cass
shared a sacred story, Juniper shared some folklore, and together they called us to Wander. 

Wandering in this sense is simply that, wandering. It has no specific purpose or direction. It calls
and pulls you in many different directions. Sometimes it is a bird. One woman grieved over a tree
split by the storm and wished it peace on its new journey. Another was taken by the vibrating of
the water made by the wind cutting across it...
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Yet another was amazed by all the bird tracks in the snow. Like little interconnected roads made by
dozens, if not hundreds, of tiny feet. Our leader Cass found a little grove of trees with branches that
encircled her like a cathedral and there she let her joy envelop her in childlike wonder. Juniper
stayed and played music before helping our littlest member collect trash from the surrounding
area working with the next generation to steward our home. 

A howl called us home. Yes, a howl, we said ‘pun intended’. We cut the wandering short due to the
cold and called people back after 15 minutes, instead of 45, with a howl. Cass started the howl, and
each person carried it forward to all our wanderers to call them back until the whole group was
howling together. If you ask Cass, that moment was her joy for the week because it was fun and
connectional in a way that cannot be truly explained without being felt. Laughing and joyful we
were called back to hear a poem and sacred story from Juniper before ending in love with a
benediction. It was a lot of fun, despite the frozen toes, and we truly cannot wait to see you in April
with our WONDER-ful Wednesday kids at Fontanelle Forest!! To follow the event Visit:
https://www.facebook.com/share/18jrgBkg5e/

If you want to watch the service, you can scan the QR code below. Don’t forget to Like and follow us
on our Facebook and Instagram pages. If you want to sign up for the Wild Worship Omaha
newsletter you can register by visiting bit.ly/JoinWildWorshipOmaha. 

With Love & Gratitude, 
Your Wild Worship Facilitators; 

Cass Opal & Rev. Juniper Meadows
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MASS MOBILIZATION 

SATURDAY, APRIL 5 

1 - 3 PM 

https://www.mobilize.us/handsoff/event/765022/


Pastoral Care        

    Volunteers Needed!
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